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CONNECTING EUROPE AND CHINA: ENIGIO AND
TRADEGO FORGE A DIGITAL INTEROPERABILITY LAYER,
January 2025

Contributed by Alex Waites, Executive Director, Enigio

The global trade landscape is undergoing a seismic shift as digitalisation reshapes traditional processes and
ways of thinking. At the front driving transformation are Enigio and TradeGo, two pioneers that have
successfully collaborated to establish a digital interoperability layer, seamlessly connecting Europe and
China. This groundbreaking achievement holds immense promise for the trade industry, addressing long-
standing inefficiencies and enabling a new era of digital trade.

Breaking Down Barriers to Digital Trade

The need for interoperability in digital trade has never been more needed. Fragmented systems and disparate
technologies have hindered cross-border trade, creating bottlenecks and inefficiencies that cost time and
money. Enigio and TradeGo have tackled this challenge head-on, bridging two digital solutions to ensure
seamless communication and trust across different platforms.

By integrating our technologies, Enigio and TradeGo have created a unified framework that allows parties to
exchange digital trade documents securely and efficiently. This collaboration represents a critical step toward
global standardisation, ensuring that digital trade solutions are not siloed but instead work together to foster
transparency, speed, and scalability.

Why This Matters for the Trade Industry

The implications of this interoperability layer are far-reaching. Digital trade has long been advertised as the
key to reducing paperwork, minimising fraud, and streamlining processes. However, without interoperability,
these benefits remain limited to localised or regional implementations. The Enigio-TradeGo partnership
demonstrates that global digital transformation in trade can be achieved when systems are interconnected,
enabling parties from different regions and technological ecosystems to collaborate seamlessly.

This innovation is particularly significant for trade between Europe and China, two major economic hubs that
drive global commerce. By enabling interoperability, Enigio and TradeGo are not only facilitating smoother
transactions but also setting a precedent for other regions to follow. Our work is there to serve as a blueprint
for how digital trade solutions can be scaled globally, creating a cohesive and inclusive trade environment.

A Live Transaction that Paved the Way

The potential of this collaboration was clearly demonstrated through a live transaction completed in October
2024 by Lloyds Bank, Global Forest Products, FMS Seaways and their China counterparties as detailed in the
Global Trade Review (GTR) article. This transaction marked the seamless creation and exchange of a full
digital documentary presentations between Europe and China, showcasing the practicality and effectiveness
of the interoperability layer.

In this case, the trade finance process was executed entirely digitally, with Enigio’s trace:original solution and
TradeGo’s digital ecosystem working in harmony. The transaction was not only faster and more secure but
also emphasised the feasibility of adopting digital trade solutions on a broader scale. By reducing reliance on
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physical documents and enhancing trust between parties, the transaction highlighted how digital tools can
address some of the most persistent challenges in international trade.

Driving Change Across the Industry

The success of the Enigio and TradeGo partnership is a clear call for the trade industry to embrace
interoperability as a cornerstone of digital transformation. By demonstrating the tangible benefits of connected
digital solutions, this collaboration paves the way for increased adoption and innovation in trade finance.

As global trade becomes increasingly interconnected, the need for scalable and interoperable digital solutions
will only grow. The work completed by Enigio and TradeGo is a testament to what can be achieved when
industry leaders come together with a shared vision. It represents a pivotal step toward a future where digital
trade is not just a possibility but a standard.

The journey toward a fully digital trade ecosystem is far from over, but the progress made by Enigio and
TradeGo is a significant milestone. Our work exemplifies how innovation and collaboration can drive
meaningful change, benefiting businesses and economies worldwide.

As we look to the future, we hope the lessons learned from Our partnership will undoubtedly inspire further
advancements in digital trade. By continuing to break down barriers and build bridges, the trade industry can
realise its full potential, creating a more efficient, secure, and inclusive global marketplace.




