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We asked ChatGPT - What is forfaiting? 
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What is forfaiting, you ask? Well, dear reader, it’s a financial instrument that’s not quite a promissory note and 
not quite a letter of credit. In other words, it’s like the middle child of the financial world – always overlooked 
and underestimated. 
 
Forfaiting involves the sale of medium to long-term obligations without recourse to the original debtor. Basically, 
it’s a way for exporters to turn their credit sales into cash immediately without having to wait for the buys to pay 
them back. It’s the perfect solution for those who lack patience or just can’t stand the idea waiting for their 
money to roll in. 
 
Now, we already hear you saying “but isn’t that just factoring?” Ah, but here’s the twist – in forfaiting, the exporter 
is relieved of any future risk of non-payment or political risk. So not only does it save you from waiting for your 
money, but it also saves you from the headache of potential future losses. It’s like having your cake and eating 
it too, but with money instead of cake. 
 
But let’s be real here, dear reader. The name “forfaiting” may sound fancy and sophisticated, but it’s really just 
a fancy way of saying “selling debt”. We know, it’s not as exciting as you were hoping. But hey, at least now 
you can impress your colleagues with your newfound knowledge of the financial world’s equivalent of the middle 
child. 
 
So, in conclusion, forfaiting is a financial instrument that allows exporters to sell their credit sales for immediate 
cash without any future risk on non-payment. It may not be the most exciting thing in the world, but it’s certainly 
useful – and let’s be honest, isn’t that what really matters in the world of finance? 

 
 


